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doctors of optometry support bausch & Lomb’s global solution recall 
Media Statement from Art Epstein, O.D., Chair, American Optometric Association 
Contact Lens and Cornea Section
ST. LOUIS, MO – May 15, 2006 – The following is the American Optometric Association’s statement regarding Bausch & Lomb’s global recall of their ReNu with MoistureLoc® brand contact lens solution which has been potentially linked to severe fungal corneal eye infections in hundreds of patients in the U.S. and abroad: 

The American Optometric Association (AOA) commends Bausch & Lomb for their decision to remove their ReNu with MoistureLoc® contact lens solution from the global marketplace. This decision is one that is in the best interests of patient safety and will likely decrease the risk of future infections.
In statements released today, both Bausch & Lomb and the Food & Drug Administration (FDA) have acknowledged that there are certain characteristics within the MoistureLoc product that can increase the risk of the Fusarium infection. 
The American Optometric Association has had ongoing discussions with Federal officials and Bausch & Lomb regarding possible causes of the fungal keratitis outbreak. While we realize that an actual cause of the 122 confirmed U.S. cases of Fusarium keratitis affecting patients in 33 states has not been confirmed, we will continue to work with Bausch & Lomb and federal health officials to facilitate a swift, definitive clinical and scientific conclusion and minimize further patient risk.
The AOA will continue working with officials from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the FDA, and clinical experts as well as industry to thoroughly examine all of the findings and educate the public about safe and effective contact lens wearing, handling practices and products.

Contact lenses are among the safest forms of vision correction; however, lenses and lens care products are medical devices that are regulated by the FDA. Patients can and should take an active role in protecting themselves by adhering to care instructions from their optometrist to ensure they are receiving appropriate and up-to-date clinical guidance based on their individual eye health needs.  
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